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The last chapter, dealing with the statistics of unemployment, will 
be of most interest to the general reader. An excellent analysis and 
interpretation of the statistics are made, the two most important points 
brought out being that the question is largely one of seasonal employ- 
ment, and that the problem is by far the most serious in the large 
cities. 

The author is at great pains to show the reader how all the facts 
fortify the position he has taken on this question and how his own 
plan is the only practicable one. This may detract from the interest 
of the book for the general reader, yet, looked at from his point of 
view, that of finding the practicable method of solving the problem in 
hand, the author is not to be criticised upon this point. 

H. A. Millis. 



The Social Teachings of Jesus. An Essay in Christian Sociology. 
By Shailer Mathews, A.M., Professor of New Testament 
History and Interpretation in the University of Chicago. 
New York : The Macmillan Co. ; Chicago : American Bap- 
tist Publication Society. Pp. 230, 8vo. #1.50. 
The chapters contained in this volume appeared originally in the 
American Journal of Sociology, and attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion. In their present form they have been largely rewritten, and we 
have one of the best treatises on the subject. It is a volume not to be 
glanced over or read carelessly, but demands a careful and consid- 
erat attention. It is a clear, conscientious, and comprehensive state- 
ment of the subject, logically and reverently put forth ; the style is 
condensed, the employment of terms is accurate, and reveals a mastery 
of good idiomatic English. It shows a most earnest desire to view the 
subject fairly and fully from every standpoint, yet brings all its conclu- 
sions to the test indicated by the title, and reveals a wide and thought- 
ful acquaintance with the best literature on the subject. Its method 
is strictly logical, and the chapters follow one another in an orderly 
development of the principle upon which the book is grounded. The 
term reverent is one that is so often abused that we almost hesitate to 
employ it in this connection. We are asked today to overlook a great 
many things because the spirit is a so-called reverent one, but in apply- 
ing it to these essays we can do so honestly. It is not the spirit of an 
iconoclast, but of a constructionist, that appears on every page. The 
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use of Scripture is a fair one, and the exegesis shows a deep desire to 
discover and apply the real meaning of the many passages to which 
allusion is made. 

The general direction of the book is indicated in a carefully writ- 
ten introduction, beginning with a proper definition of the term " Chris- 
tian sociology." Our author proceeds to show that there is a real ground 
for the application of it to the sociology of Christ, and in so doing 
calls our attention to the spirit as well as words of Jesus. We could 
wish that a little more emphasis had been placed upon the nature of 
Jesus, viewed in its entirety, and we would prefer that his teachings 
should not have been alluded to in such a way as to suggest that they 
are of greater authority than the words of the apostles. It is, indeed, 
true that Professor Mathews claims to waive the question of the inspi- 
ration of the apostolic writers, yet at the same time one cannot but 
consider that his discussion would have been stronger if the compari- 
son had not been suggested. Proceeding, then, to the contents 
proper, we have a chapter on man, then on society, on the state, on 
wealth, on social life, the forces of human progress, and the process of 
social regeneration. In the chapter on man he discusses the physi- 
cal and psychical, the object being to develop the idea of man's unity 
and to show the basis of his relations to God and to his fellow, with the 
logical conclusion that the normal and righteous development of a man 
is social, on the one side reaching out into sonship with God and fellow, 
ship with man, and on the other side conditioned upon his relations in 
this life. Having laid such a foundation, the consideration of the question 
of society and the discussion as to the term kingdom of God naturally 
follow. Our author states that by the kingdom of God Jesus meant 
" an ideal social order in which the relation of men to God is that of 
sons, and to each other that of brothers." It is necessary at this point 
for him to enter into the extent of the kingdom in point of time and 
to the idea of the church, and we must say that, on the whole, we have 
the most satisfactory statement of this vexed term that we have ever 
yet met. If anyone is disturbed by what he has to say about the 
church at this point, let him wait until the last chapter. The chapter 
which next follows is a superb presentation of the conception of the 
family, in which the subjects of marriage and divorce are handled with 
a thoroughness rarely met. His discussion of the state is not quite so 
clear, and there is a trace of the sensational in the question, " Was Jesus 
then an anarchist ?" but the answer is so satisfactory and touches at so 
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many points current misconceptions prevalent today regarding the teach- 
ings of Jesus that the phraseology may be accepted. With his statements 
regarding wealth we think that all fair-minded men will be fully in 
accord, and approval will be given to the chapter on social life, which 
expands the principle of real fraternity. In our judgment by far the 
finest chapters in the book are the last two. His recognition of the faith 
that the forces of human progress reside within the man himself in his 
spiritual wants, and that they are capable of satisfaction, is very well 
developed, and his survey of the process of social regeneration is timely 
and adequate. We cannot forbear to quote from that paragraph in 
which he says : " It is clear that the progress of the Christian transfor- 
mation of society must proceed, precisely as in the method of Jesus, along 
the line of conversion, or, more exactly, the regeneration of the indi- 
vidual. For generations churches of all shades of evangelical faith have 
been endeavoring to lay deep this foundation of a progressive social 
regeneration. Concerts and kindergartens are very necessary as com- 
plements of revivals and mission halls, but as saviors of a nation's civili- 
zation and purity they are as grass before the storm." There is not 
an idle word in this chapter, and we are especially pleased with what 
the author has to say regarding the present tendency to substitute a 
system of ethics for the dynamics of a personal faith in God. 

Professor Mathews in these few chapters has made a real contribu- 
tion to the important subject which is in every man's mind. We con- 
gratulate the author upon his success, and the reader upon the inspi- 
ration he will receive from the study of the volume. 

Wm. M. Lawrence. 
Second Baptist Church, 
Chicago. 



